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_ An Advertiſement to the 
Reader. | 


* 


EX Now Readcr, that where- 
)F/,—Y asin one of thoſe many 
5M angry Pamphlets, we have 
>| bene lately publiſhed , 
SYS there is an intimation gi- 
ven of ſome dilgracefull Janguage,that 
fellfrom Dr. Voevius, the learned pro- 
fcfſor of Yrreche, concerning the perſon 
of Dr, Hall B, of Ex eter ; there hath bin 
{crious inquiſition made into thetruth 
of that report; and that the ſaidDr. YVoe- [4 
tius dilayowes(to the party that inquired By 
of it)any ſuch eh of vnder-valuation, b 
by him ſpoken, as istcſtified under the 16 
ſer of Sir William Boſwell Knight, _ his 
Majeſties Licger with the States: And, - 
if, upon the fight of a ditpleaſing title / ol 
ofa Booke( contrary to his owne. judge- 
ment) any lcarned Diyine, ſhould have 
Z ib : paſſed 
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(179) 
paſſed a cenſureupon the worke ; there 
was ſmall reaſonfor the reporters to re- 
fic&: upon the perſon of the author : Yea, 
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Il am confident,that many of our worthy 


brethren at home, were differ&rly-minded 
concerning thisTenet of the right ofEpiſ< 
copacy,ifthey would be pleaſed to informe_ 
themſelyes thoroughly ofrhe ſtate of tho 
queſtion, as it is defended by the Author 
of that treatiſe, would find ſmall cauſe 
of {cruplein this opinion, For whereas 
there are threeDegreesof truthes,and ho« 
ly inſtitutions (as they are commonly di- 
ſtinguiſhcd) Humane, 4poftolig, Divine; The 
firſt from mere men; The ſecond from 
men Apoſtolicall ; Thethird from God 
himſcltc immediately ; The Author dc- 
ſires to goe aMid-way in this difference; 

holding it roo low to derive Epiſcopacy 

froma merely humane, and Eccleſiaſti- 
call Ordinance; holding it roo high to 

deduceit from an immediate command 
from God; and therefore pitching upon 

an Apoſltolicall inſtitution ; reſts there : 

but b:cauſe thoſe Apoſtles were divincly 

inſpircd,and had the directions of Gods 
i  fpirir 


(171). Rpt 
ſpiric for thoſe things which chey did fo} 
the common adminiſtration of che 
Church,therefore,andin that only name 
is Epiſcopaty ſaid to lay claimetoa Diyine 
right; howſocvcrallo itcannor be gain- 
ſaid that the grounds were formerly layd 
by our Saviourina knowne imparity of 
his firſt agents ; Now ſurely this truth 
hath ſolittle reaſon co diftaſt them, thar, 
even learned Chamier himfclfe can ſay; Res 
ihſa cepit tempore Apoftolorum, velpotius ab ip. 
fis profefFa ef. And why ſhould thatſeeme 
harſh in us, which ſoundeth well in the 
 mouthes of leſſe-intereſſed Divines 2 Bur 

becaule the very title of that Booke hath 
raiſed more duſt then the Treatiſc it ſelfe; 
Bc pleaſed, Readers, to ſec, thatthis very 
queltionis inthe very ſametermes deter- 
mined by that emincnt light of the Pala- 
tinare, Dr. Abrah, Scultetus ; whoſe tract 
to this purpoſe I have thought fic to an- 

NCXCe oo 
Peruſc it, and judge whether of thoſe 
two writers have gone further inthis de- 
termination , Andif you ſhall not meet 
with conyincing rcaſons to bring you 
S:- home 
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(192) 


find cauſc enough to retaine acharitable, 
and favoutable conceit of thoſe, who are 
{as they thinke,upon good grounds ) 0- 
therwiſe minded; and whilelt it is on all 
_ agtcedby wiſe and unprejudiced 
t tiſtiahs,thatthe calling is thus ancient 
and ſacred ; letit not violate the peace of 
theChutch to ſcarithe originall, whether 
Eccleſtaſticall, Apoſtolicall, or Divine: 
Shortly,ſfct all good menhumbly ſubmit 
to the Ordinance, and heartily wiſh the 
Refortnation of any abuſers. 


And' fo many as are of this mind, Peace 
' be wponihem, and the whole 
IE ELIES Iſrael of God. 
1.54191 on. 


The 


The Queſtion, . 


whether Epiſcopacie) ee of Divine right > That 
7, whether the eA, potiles ordained this GoUern- 


meat of the Church, .that not .onely o:e ſhould "IJ 
Lee placed over the people, but der Prestyters - F-: 
aud Deargns , wha hould have the power of Im- oh 


poſitron of Hands, or Ordraation, and the di- 
refiion of Eccleſiaſercall Counſels, 


OE, | 
EA His was: anciently 0 
Al denyed by eAerin, | 
Vl as is related by Epi- 
phangus, in his 75 | 
| Hereſje,and by 7ohz 
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_ reaſon”, famous examples, and evident authort- 


_ made in Religion,then the -4foſtles(eſpecially in 


call government, which had bcene received'by 
the whole world 3 yet in this they agree with , 
him, t ht Epiſcopall government is not of Di- 
vine Right. From whoſe opinion why I ſhould 
ſever my judgement, Jam moved by theſe firong 
BR. cc: | 
My judgement 15S this3 | 

Firſt, in the Apoſtles Epiſtles the name of Bz- 
ſhop did never fignific any thing different from 
the office ofa Pres/yter. For a Biſhop, Presbyter, 


_ andan Apoſile, were common names,as you may 


ſce Aﬀs 20. Phil, 1,V1,Tit, I. 1,Pet.V12s 
ARS-1+ 39;- - | : 
Next. In the chiefe Apoſtolicall Churchythe 
Church was governed by the common advice of 
 Presbyters; and that for ſome yeares in the time 
of the preaching of the 4pofiles, For firft of all, 
companies muſt be gathered together, before we 
can define any thing concerning their perpetuall 
government. £5 | 
Then, the Apoſiles.as long as they were preſent 
or neere their churches,did nor place any 3:ſbop 
over them, properly ſo called, but onely Pres4y- 
ters, reſerving Epiſcopall authority to them- 
ſelves alone. | 
Laftly, after the Goſpell was faireand neers 
propagated, and that out of equality of Pres/y- 
ters,by the inftin@ of theDevill, Schiſmes were 


the 


(175) 
- the more remote places) placed ſome over the 
Paſtors,or Presbyters,which ſhortly after,by the 
Diſciples of the eApoſiles Ignatizs, and others, 
were onely called B:Jhops , and by this appella- 
tion , they were diſtinguiſhed from Presbyters 
and Deacons. 
Reaſons moving me to this opinion ? Firſt, 
Hierome upon the 1. chapter of the Epiſtle to 
Titu,writeth,that & Presbyter is the ſame with a 
Biſbep,and before that,by the inſlinft of theD evil, 
faRtiqns were made in Religion, and it was ſaid 4- 
morg the people,T am of Paul,1 of Apollo, but 1 of 
Cephas,the churches were governed by the common 
counſell of ÞPresbyters : irmad zt was decreed 
in the whole Word, that one choſen out of the Preſ- 
byters, ſhould be placed over the reſt, 
_ From whence | thus argue. 


When it began to be (aid among the people, 1 am 
of Paul,7 of Apollo,but 7 of Cephas , ther one 
choſen out of the presbyters, was placed over the 
reſt. DO. 

But whales the Apoſtles lrued, it was ſo ſaid 4- 
mong the people. As the firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
rinthians,befides other of St. Pauls Epiſtles,puts 
it out of doubt. Therefore, while the Apoſtles li- 
ved,one choſen out of thePreshyters was placed over 
the reſt, | | 

eAg4in, There can be no other terme aſſigned, 
in which B:Þops were firſt made, then the time 
ofthe «Apoſtles; for 1 | the prune ſucceſſors o 
\2 tne 
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the Apoſtles were 8iſhops : witheſſe the ſucceſ- 


fions ofBiſhops in the moſt famous churches of 


Hieruſalem,eAlexandria,cAntiochand Rome, as 
it 15 in Euſehtzs, therefore, either t he next ſuc- 


ceſſors of the Apoſtles,changed the force of Ec- 


cleſiaſticall government,recerved from the Apo- 
tles,according to their one pleaſure, which 1s 
very unlikely, or the Epiſcopall government 
came from the Apoſtlez themſelves. 
Beſttles, even then in the time of the Apoſtles, 


_ there were many Presbyters, but one Biſhop, e- 


ven ther in the time of the Apoſtles, 3muws, 


| he that was placed over the reſt , which after- 


wards waScalled Bithop, did impoſe hands, or 
ordaine Miniſters of the Word, which Pres%7- 
tzrs alone did not preſume to doe. Even then, 
thcrefore » the calling of Biſhops was diftin& 
from the Office of Presbyters. 
If any deſire the examples of Apoſtolicall Bi- | 


ſhop3;the books of the antient are full of $Epil- 


copa!l authority,of Timothyand Tites either of 
which, howſoever, firſt performed the office of 
an Evazgeli{t,yet notwithtanding,ceaſed to bee 
an Evazgel:ff, after that Timothy was placed over 
theChurch of Epheſus,and Titas over the church 
of CretezFor Evargelijls did onely lay the foun- 


_dationsof Faith in ferraigne places,and then did 


commend the reft-of the care to certaine Pa- 
ftors, but they themſelves went to other Coun-_ 
tries,and Nations, as Euſeb 1 writes in his 39. 
booke of Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory, and 34.chap. 
But Paul taught ſometimes in Epheſus and Foe 
an 


_—SS hh 
and laid the foundations of Faith there 3 there- "oY 
fore he conamandeth T :mothy to ſtay at Epbeſn:, & 1-8 
T:twat (rete,nor as Evangelifis but as gover- 
nors of the Churcies. 
And indeed, the Epiſtles,writtento either of | 
them,doe evince the ſame 3 For intheſc,he doth = 
not preſcribe the manner of gathering together 
a churcb,which was the duty of an£tazrgel:/t,but | 
the manner of governing a Church, being already | 
gathered togither, which is thedurty of a Biihop 
and all the precepts in thoſe EpiſMes,are ſocon- 
formabfle hereunts, as that they-are not refer'd, 
in eſpeciall to T:mothy,andT:ta$but in generall 
to allBiſhops,and therefore in'np wiſe,they ſuit 
with the temporary power of !£Tangeliſis, . 
' Beſides,that T:imothy,and T:t:4s, had Epiſco- 
pall juriſdiction, not onel} JEuſtbzur, Chryſo- 
(tome, Theodoret, Ambroſius, Hie:rome, Epiphantus, 
Oecumentus, Primaſius, Theoph yla3, but alſo the 
moſtantient writers,of any tht write theHiſto= 
ry of the new Teſtament,whoſe writings are now 
loſtdoe ſufficiently declare. Exſeb:us without 
doubt appealing unto thoſe,in this 3.book ofEc- 
clefiaticall Hiſtory and 4. «thapter, Temothy 
(faith he ) in Hiſtories is written to be rhe 7. 
which was.made Biſhop of the church of Ehe- 
ſus,as Titus was the firſt, that: was made Biſhop. 
ofthe church of Fi@e-;-7 5 EH; 
But if John the Apoſtle, and not aty antient 
diſciple of the 4po{lzs,be the author of the Re- | 
velation, hee ſuggeſts uvto us , thoſe ſeven 
new Examples of Apoſtolica!l Bitt.c ps : 
Aa 2 For 
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For all the moſt learned Interpreters 1nterpret 
the ſever Angels of theChurches;to be the ſeven 


Biſhops of the Churches 3 neither can they doe 
otherwiſe, unleſſe they ſhould offer violence tg 


' the text. 


- What ſhould I ſpeake of 74mmes nat the Apo- 


fileout.the brother of our Savi0ar, the ſonne 1n 


lw,ofthe Mother of our Lord : who by the 
Apoftles,was ordained B iſbop of Hieruſalem,asE4- 


ſebzs,in his 24 book of Ecclefiaſticall Hiſtory, 


and I Chap.out of the 6.0fthe Hypo:ypoſes otC/e- 
ment, Hierome concerning Ecclefiaſticall wr1- 


— as. Me ed _— 


ters,out of the 1.of the Comments of Ege/ppm, 
relate, Ambroſe upon the 1 chap. unto the Gala- 
214ns., Chryſoftome in his 23. Homily upon the 
1.5 of the 43s, Auguſtine in his 20 book and 37 
chap-againſt Creſeoius, Epiphaning in his 65 .H+e- 
cefie,The 6 Synod in Trulloand 32. canon, all 
aſſenting thereunto. For indeed;this is that Fames 
that tad his fixt reſidence at Hieruſalem, as an 
ordirary Biſhop,whom Paul in his firſtand laſt 
comming to H:eruſalem, found in the City 3 al- 
moſt all theApoſiles,preaching in ether places. 
Gal. 1.19, & that concluded thoſe things,which, 
were decreed inthe aſſembly of the Apoſiles, 
eAAS 21,For he was withEhryoftome,Biſhop of 
the Church of Hreruſalem, from whom when. 
certaine came , Peter: would not cate with the 
Gentiles,Galat.2.12. 
 Fromexamples, I paſſe to authorities, which 
I'onat _ 


(179). 
Ignatius confirmes by his gwne authorite, 
Whoſe Ax1tomes are theſe. | 
The B:ſbop is beghich u ſuperiour in all chiefety, 
 andpawer.The Presbytery, is.4 holy company of 

counſeiours, ard afſeſſours ta the Biſhop, The 
Deaco#s are the imitators of angelical vertnes, 
which ſhew forth thetr pure, & unblameable mi-. | 
aitry. He nbich doth not obey theſe, is withoat 
God,impure,and contemnes Chriſt,e? derogates | 
from hu order,and coxſiitutionn hisEpiltle to- 

the T rallians. CE 

Jn another place, [ exhort that yee ſtudy to doe all | 

things-with concord, The B fb betng preſident By 
za the place of God. The Presbyters inplace of 
the «Apoſtoleck Senate, the Deacons as thoſe to 
whom was committed the miniſtry of Teſu( hriſt 
in his Epiſtle to the 2apreſiazs. 

Aud againe, Let the Presbyters be ſubje3 tothe 

Biſhop,ths Deacons to the Presbyters, the people 
to the. Presbyters aud Deacons, inhis Epiſtle | 

" But 19#8tiw was the Diſciple oftheeApoſites, 
from wheace then bad. he this H:erarchy but. 
from the 4puſtles > RE 

Let us now keare Epiphanize in his 75. Here- 
fie. The . Apoſtles could nt preſently appoint all. 
things: Presbyters and Deacons were neceſſarysfor 
by theſe two Eccleſiaſtical affeires might bee d1f- 
patcht. YVhere there was not found ay fit for the 

Epiſcopacy, that place remained without aB :ſhop, | 
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but where there wi IG there were any fit for 
Epiſcopacy,they were made Biſhops , All things were 
not compleat from the beginning , but in trait of 
time all things were provided which were required 


for the perfection of thoſe things which were neceſ- 
ſary, the Charch by this meanes rererving the fal- 


ze ſ6e of diſpenſation. | 

- But Euſebius comes neerer to the matter; arid 
more ſtrongly handles the cauſe,whe in his third 
booke of Eccleſtaſticall Hiſtory, and 2 2.chap- 


ter,as alſo in his Chronicle afftirmeth, that -Ero- 


dins ws ordained the 1, Biſhop of Antioch, inthe 
yeare of our' Lord 45-.inthe 3.yeare of Claude 
the Emperor : at which time, many of the 4po- 
files werealive. Now Hzerome writeth to Eva- 


 orins,that at Alexandriafrom Marke the Evan- 
Self ure Heracl.us and Dioniſiu the Biſhop, the 


resbyters called one, choſen out of themſelves, (5 
placed in a higher Depree,the Biſhop.But Mairke 
dyed,as Euſehins, and Bucholceru teſtifie, in the 
yeare of ourLord,64.Pzrzrx,Pavi,andJoun the 
Apoſtles,being then alive : therefore, it is cleare, 


thar Eprſtopacy was inſtituted in the time of the 


Apoſi{es,and go0d Hierome ſuffered ſome frailty, 
when he wrote, that B:ſhops were greater ther 
P resbyters, rather by the caftome of theChurch,then 
the truth of the Lords diſpoſing ; unleſle perhaps, 
by the cftome of theChurch,he underſtands the 
cuſtome of the Apoſtles, 'and by the truth of the 
Lords diſpofing,he underſtands the appointment 
of Chrilt, yet not ſo,he {atiſfics the truth © - Hi- 
| OL Y- 


L "FT838) 
ftory.For it appeares out of the firſt, fecond,and 
3. chapters of the Revelativn, that the forme of 
governing-the Church by Angels or Biſhops ; was 
not onely ratified,and eftablithed, in the time of 
the Apoſtles,. but it was confirmed by the very 
Son of God-And Tgnatzsy called that forme;the 
order of Chriſt. ” te 

And when Hrerome writes, that it was decreed 
7 the whole world, that one choſen out of the Pres- 
byters ſhould beplaced over thereft, And when] 
havedemonſtrated, that inthe life-time'of the 
Apoſtles, Biſhops were ſuperior to P7estyters in 
 Ordinarion : and that each (h»rch had one pla- 
ced over it,doe we not without. cauſe demand 3; 
Where, when,and, by whom Epiſcopicy was 


ordained > Epiſcopacy therefore is of divine 


right. Which,how the Prelates of the church of 


Romezfor almoſt 300, yeares, did adorne with 


the truth of Do@rinezinnocency of life,conſtan- 
cy inafflitions, and ſuffering death it ſelfe for 
the honour of Chr:ft ; and on rhe other fide,how 


in ſucceeding times, firft by their ambition;nexr 


by their exceffive pragmaticall covetouſneſſe, 
ſcraping up to themſelves the goods of this 


world,then by their hereſie, laſtof all by thetr . 


tyranny they corrupted it,that the Romazrn FHie- 
rarchy, at this day, hath nothing elſe left but a 
vizard of the eAPpoſtolicall Erccleſtaſticall Hterar- 
chy,and the lively Image of the whore of Babyloz, 


our Hiſtories both antient and moderne, doe a- - 


Where _ 


bundantly teſtifie, 


(182) 

Wherefore all 8:ſbeps are warned from hence, 
rhat they throughly weigh with themſelves rhe 
nature of Apoftolcalt Eprſropacy, of which they 
alory that they are the ſucceſſors. 


That Eprſcopacy had two things peculiar to it, 
the priviledge of ſucceeding,and the Prerogative 
of ordaining : all other things were commen to 
them with the Presbyters.: Therefore both Bi- 
ſhops and Preſbyters, ſhould ſoexerciſe them- 
ſelves ingodlineſſe, ſhould fo free themſelves 
from contempt by their converſation, and fo 
make themſelves examples to their flocke 3 not 
negle&ing eſpecially the gitt of prophecying,re- 


ceived from above,but being.,wholly intent, to ' 


reading, conſolation, and teaching : ro maditate 
ontheſe things;to be wholly converſant inthems 
and ſo perpetually imployed in this holy fun&i- 


on,and divine affaires,with this promiſe, that if 


they ſhalldoe theſe things, they ſhall both ſave 
themſelves,and their Auditors, but if after the 
cuſtome of ſome great ones , they follow the 
pride and luxury of this world, they ſhall both 
deſtroy themſelves,and them that heare them. 


FINIS, 


| 
| 


